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ANSWER GLOSSARY

Abortion - a medical intervention provided to individuals who need to end the medical condition of
pregnancy. https://www.acog.org/contact/media-center/abortion-language-guide

Contraception - devices, medicines or procedures used to prevent pregnancies, with the beginning of
pregnancy defined as implantation. https://www.contraceptiveaccess.org/glossary

Doula - a person who gives emotional support during pregnancy, labor, and childbirth and for some time
after. https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/glossary

Ectopic - a life-threatening pregnancy that develops outside the uterus, often in a fallopian tube.
https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/glossary 

Embryo -the stage of development that starts at fertilization (joining of an egg and sperm).
https://www.contraceptiveaccess.org/glossary

Fetus - the stage of human development beyond eight completed weeks after fertilization. This is the stage
after pregnancy has begun. Medically, the beginning of pregnancy is called implantation.
https://www.contraceptiveaccess.org/glossary

Implantation - the stage of pregnancy when the blastocyst attaches to the wall of the uterus.
https://www.acog.org/womens-health/dictionary

Miscarriage - spontaneous loss of a pregnancy before the fetus is usually viable outside the uterus. 
https://srhr.org/abortioncare/key-terms/glossary/

Pregnancy - the gestational stage medically begins at implantation, during which a person carries a growing
fetus in their uterus. https://www.contraceptiveaccess.org/glossary

Quickening - the moment during pregnancy when a pregnant person first notices the fetus moving in their
uterus. https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/glossary

Transgender - term used to describe a person whose gender identity is different from the sex they were
assigned at birth. https://www.acog.org/womens-health/dictionary

Vasectomy - permanent birth control method for males. In this procedure, a portion of the tube that carries
sperm is removed. https://www.acog.org/womens-health/dictionary

We thank and gratefully acknowledge the following sources for this answer glossary: ACOG Dictionary & 
Guide to Language & Abortion, Contraceptive Access Initiative Glossary, Planned Parenthood Action Glossary,    

WHO Department of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Research
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