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WHEREAS it has been proven that using telehealth services improves healthcare outcomes by becoming 1 
more efficient and cost-effective for underserved communities. [1] 2 
  3 
WHEREAS there has been an increased demand in utilizing telehealth from the COVID-19 pandemic, 4 
including an increase in telehealth services from 5 million (2019) to 53 million (2020). [2] 5 
  6 
WHEREAS it has been found that individuals with Medicare and Medicaid, black individuals, and 7 
individuals making less than $25,000 were at the highest rates of utilizing telehealth services. [3] 8 
  9 
WHEREAS it has been found that over 50% of U.S. physicians feel that telehealth has increased 10 
professional satisfaction and over 60% of physicians feel that patients are getting higher satisfaction from 11 
using telehealth. [4] 12 
  13 
WHEREAS it has been found that telehealth can significantly improve health outcomes for rural patients 14 
with heart disease, strokes, diabetes, and epilepsy, with many organizations such as the Epilepsy 15 
foundation, National Diabetes Prevention Program, and Division for Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention 16 
are promoting to using telehealth. [5] 17 
 18 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Principles Regarding Health Equity (pg. 165) of the 19 
American Medical Student Association be AMENDED BY ADDITION to state: 20 
 21 
The American Medical Student Association: 22 
 23 

1. SUPPORTS the usage of telehealth, specifically for improving access for underserved 24 
communities. 25 

 26 
Fiscal Note: None 27 
 28 
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