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 17 
WHEREAS several healthcare professional organizations have recently jeopardized future patient 18 
safety through ambiguous provider labeling practices which compromise transparency, increase 19 
patient confusion, and downplay the role of physicians in the care of patients [1-3]. 20 
 21 
WHEREAS both the American Osteopathic Association (AOA) and American Medical 22 
Association (AMA) among several other professional medical specialty associations support 23 
physician-led care in order to ensure that professionals with the highest level and most extensive 24 
degree of medical training are appropriately involved with clinical decision making and patient 25 
care [4-6]. 26 
 27 
WHEREAS with 7 years or more of postgraduate education and at least 10,000 hours of clinical 28 
experience through training, physicians are the leaders in the overall delivery of health care [6]. 29 
 30 
WHEREAS based on previous studies, higher malpractice claims have been found with Physician 31 
Assistant (PA) and Nurse Practitioners (NP), which compromise patient safety. During 2005 32 
through 2014, there ranged from 11.2 to 19.0 malpractice payment reports per 1,000 physicians, 33 
1.4 to 2.4 per 1,000 PAs, and 1.1 to 1.4 per 1,000 NPs [7]. 34 
 35 
WHEREAS efforts to advance the roles of physician assistants and nurse practitioners would lead 36 
to the judgment and comparison of their care with that of physicians who spend far more years in 37 
training and whose experience far exceeds that of other healthcare professionals. 38 
 39 



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Principles Regarding Work and the Work 40 
Environment (pg. 61-62) be AMENDED BY ADDITION to state: 41 
 42 
The American Medical Student Association  43 
 44 

1. SUPPORTS a collaborative model approach to patient care which recognizes physician 45 
expertise as integral to quality medical care within the United States. 46 

2. SUPPORTS transparent provider labeling practices and recognition of distinction 47 
between physicians and non-physicians in the involvement of patient care. 48 

3. SUPPORTS the maintained authority by physicians to provide patient care in any team 49 
care arrangement to assure patient safety and quality of care, since the ultimate 50 
responsibility for each individual patient’s medical care rests with the physician. 51 

 52 
Fiscal Note: None 53 
 54 
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