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American Medical Student Association
House of Delegates 2022
Resolution:

Introduced by: Trevor Lyford, Nadiya Yerich, Zoreed Mukhtar, Chelsea Shu, Israa Ismail

School(s): Milken Institute of Public Health at George Washington University, UNC School of
Medicine, Burrell College of Osteopathic Medicine, Harvard College, CUNY Brooklyn College

Subject: Principles Regarding the Environment

Type: Addition to Principles

WHEREAS it has been found that the United States only recycles about 32.1% of recyclable
materials. [1]

WHEREAS about 25% of the things Americans attempt to recycle is too contaminated to go
anywhere but the landfill. [2]

WHEREAS Recycling Across America reports that standardized recycling labels for recycling
bins and receptacles (like compost, landfill, and glass/paper/cans labels) help increase recycling
more than 50% and significantly decrease the amount of trash or incorrect recyclable thrown into
recycling bins and polluting that once valuable material. [3]

WHEREAS climate change has health consequences including but not limited to temperature-
related illness, water-related illness, air quality impacts, food safety impacts, vector-borne
diseases, and mental wellness impacts. [4]

WHEREAS recycling is beneficial to the climate crisis by limiting the amount of raw materials
being used and limiting the amount of waste going into landfills. [5]

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Principles Regarding the Environment (pg. 127-
129) be AMENDED BY ADDITION to state:

The American Medical Student Association

1. SUPPORTS a national standardized labeling system for recycling and composting
receptacles.
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Fiscal Note: None
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