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Subject: Principles Regarding Medical Education - Curriculum Content

Type: Addition to Principles

WHEREAS it has been found that residential segregation is a major mechanism contributing to
environmental inequality, poverty, and health disparities in the United States, making it highly
likely that the stark spatial distribution of environmental disamenities in society would also
produce health disparities. [1]

WHEREAS it has been found in environmental justice literature that marginalized populations
face a double burden: being individually socially marginalized and being subject to the inequities
resulting from being located in poor social and physical environments. [2]

WHEREAS it has been found that one’s neighborhood and built environment have major impacts
on health and well-being, and subsequently that neighborhood and built environment has been
listed as one of five domains of social determinants of health in Healthy People 2030. [3]

WHEREAS it has been found that more than 12 million people around the world die every year
because they live or work in unhealthy environments. [4]

WHEREAS there was a 24% increase in information-seeking regarding health and climate change
from 2018 to 2019, mostly driven by the interest of individuals and their health. [5]

WHEREAS it has been found that environmental health modules combining didactic and
experiential elements can significantly increase medical students’ self-reported sense of
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preparedness to discuss environmental health issues, including climate change, with their patients.

[6]

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Principles Regarding Medical Education -
Curriculum Content (pg. 12) be AMENDED BY ADDITION to state:

9) SUPPORTS the integration of public health into undergraduate and graduate medical

education by:

f. Encouraging undergraduate and graduate medical institutions to develop and integrate
curriculum on environmental health and its impact on patient health.

Fiscal Note: None
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