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WHEREAS it has been found that strip mining - a method of mining where overlying rock and 19 
soil are removed, leads to the destruction of forests and natural animal habitats [1]. 20 
  21 
WHEREAS it has been found that large amounts of fossil fuel energy are used in the extraction 22 
and preparation of viscous hydrocarbons for shipment via pipelines [3]. 23 
  24 
WHEREAS it has been found that low-income households and communities of color are more 25 
likely than more affluent and white communities to live in proximity to polluting industries like 26 
oil refineries and pipeline infrastructure. This leads to disproportionate exposure to pollution from 27 
burning fossil fuels and chemicals leaching into the water table [4]. 28 
  29 
WHEREAS it has been found that pipeline construction and maintenance increases exposure to 30 
volatile chemicals known to cause respiratory problems, increases risk of pipeline fire, and 31 
increases greenhouse gas emissions with climate change-related health impacts [5,6,7,8].  32 
  33 
WHEREAS it has been found that the oil sands industry releases the 13 elements considered 34 
priority pollutants (PPE) under the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean Water Act, via 35 
the water [2].  36 
 37 
WHEREAS an executive order has revoked the permit for construction of a major pipeline carrying 38 
fossil fuel (Keystone XL Pipeline) [9].  39 
  40 



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Principles Regarding the Environment (pg. 127-41 
129) be AMENDED BY ADDITION to state: 42 
  43 
The American Medical Student Association 44 
  45 

1. OPPOSES development of major pipelines carrying fossil fuels. 46 
2. SUPPORTS responsible divestment from construction of major pipelines carrying fossil 47 

fuels. 48 

Fiscal Note: None 49 
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