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Subject: Principles Regarding the Environment

Type: Addition to Principles

WHEREAS it is estimated that plastic debris accounts for 60-80% of marine litter, reaching 90—
95% in some areas [1,2].

WHEREAS it has been found that microplastics can enter the human food chain through ingestion
of fish, shellfish, and filter feeders [3].

WHEREAS it has been found that endocrine-disrupting chemicals (bisphenol A and related
chemicals, flame retardants, phthalates, per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, dioxins, UV-
stabilizers, and toxic metals such as lead and cadmium) leach from plastics and threaten health [4].

WHEREAS it has been found that ingestion, skin contact and inhalation are the main routes of
exposure of humans to these additives, with dermatitis having been reported from skin contact
with some of the additives present in plastics [5].

WHEREAS it has been found that research suggests that human exposure could cause health
impacts including hormonal imbalances, reproductive problems like infertility, and even cancer
[6,7].

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Principles Regarding the Environment (pg. 127-
129) be AMENDED BY ADDITION to state:
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1. SUPPORTS the elimination of single-use plastic bags in commercial settings.
2. OPPOSES production of single-use plastic utensils.

Fiscal Note: None
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