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 13 
WHEREAS the lack of mental health crisis services across the U.S. has resulted in law 14 
enforcement officers as first responders to most crises [7]. 15 
 16 
WHEREAS 21% of U.S. adults experienced mental illness in 2020 (52.9 million people); this 17 
represents 1 in 5 adults. 16.5% of U.S. youth aged 6-17 experienced a mental health disorder in 18 
2016 (7.7 million people) [6]. 19 
 20 
WHEREAS people with untreated mental illness are 16 times more likely to be killed during a 21 
police encounter than other civilians approached or stopped by law enforcement, according to a 22 
study released by the Treatment Advocacy Center [1]. 23 
 24 
WHEREAS approximately 1,000 people in the United States were fatally shot by police officers 25 
during 2018, and people with mental illness were involved in approximately 25 percent of those 26 
fatalities. Nearly one in four people shot and killed by police officers between 2015 and 2020 27 
had a mental health condition [2,6]. 28 
 29 
WHEREAS about 2 million times each year, people with serious mental illness are booked into 30 
jails [6]. 31 
 32 
WHEREAS some police officers obtain only 40 hours of training over five consecutive days 33 
called the Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) on how to address people with mental illnesses [3]. 34 



 35 
WHEREAS psychologists, licensed professional crisis counselors, and psychiatrists receive more 36 
than at least 4 years of intensive mental health training and crisis de-escalation training [3]. 37 
 38 
WHEREAS the Crisis Intervention Training (CIT) is not a requirement for all police officers. In 39 
Fairfax County, in Virginia, 60% of the police department has no crisis intervention training. In 40 
Maryland, 44% of the Montgomery County Police department does not have crisis intervention 41 
training. 77% of DC Metropolitan Police Department officers have not taken a course in crisis 42 
intervention [4]. 43 
 44 
WHEREAS many states such as Maryland, Oregon, Washington, New Mexico, Virginia 45 
implemented a crisis intervention model that includes licensed mental professionals as first 46 
responders to address mental health crisis calls [5]. 47 

WHEREAS  on May 14, 2018, Marcus David Peters, an alum of VCU was killed during a 48 
mental health crisis by a Richmond Police officer, Michael Nyantaki who had received the Crisis 49 
Intervention Training (CIT) in 2011 [10]. 50 

WHEREAS Virginia General Assembly passed the Marcus David-Peters Act in honor of Marcus 51 
David Peters in 2020, which is a framework designed to ensure behavioral health experts are 52 
involved in responding to individuals in a crisis [9]. 53 
 54 
WHEREAS the Marcus Alert system in certain counties in VA allows individuals in a crisis to 55 
be connected to a new regional crisis call center staff that are trained to assess calls for what type 56 
of intervention is needed. They offer services ranging from over the phone de-escalation to 57 
mobile crisis dispatch [8]. 58 
 59 
WHEREAS the remaining counties and cities in Virginia will implement the Marcus Alert 60 
system on July 1, 2026 [8]. 61 
 62 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Principles Regarding Mental Health (pg. 106) be 63 
AMENDED BY ADDITION to state: 64 
 65 
The American Medical Student Association 66 
 67 

1. SUPPORTS the Marcus David-Peters Act and URGES the nation to expand and adopt 68 
the Marcus Alert system to have trained mental health professionals present as first 69 
responders during a mental health crisis instead of law enforcement.  70 
 71 

Fiscal Note: None  72 
 73 



Citations: 74 

1. Carroll, H. (n.d.). People with untreated mental illness 16 times more likely to be killed 75 
by law enforcement. Treatment Advocacy Center. Retrieved January 24, 2022, from 76 
https://www.treatmentadvocacycenter.org/key-issues/criminalization-of-mental-77 
illness/2976-people-with-untreated-mental-illness-16-times-more-likely-to-be-killed-by-78 
law-enforcement-  79 

2. Rogers, M. S., McNiel, D. E., & Binder, R. L. (2019, September 24). Effectiveness of 80 
police crisis intervention training programs. Journal of the American Academy of 81 
Psychiatry and the Law. Retrieved January 24, 2022, from 82 
http://jaapl.org/content/early/2019/09/24/JAAPL.003863-19  83 

3. Training. Bureau of Justice Assistance. (n.d.). Retrieved January 24, 2022, from 84 
https://bja.ojp.gov/program/pmhc/training  85 

4. Flack, A. E. (2020, November 11). DMV police are called on tens of thousands of mental 86 
health runs a year. most don't get any training on how to handle it. wusa9.com. Retrieved 87 
January 24, 2022, from https://www.wusa9.com/article/news/911-mentally-ill-crisis-88 
intervention-training-police-mental-health-dc-police-secret-service-metro-transit-police-89 
fairfax-montgomery/65-3270ab6a-e15c-4ecb-9605-de5490668ca2  90 

5. Butler, S. M., & Sheriff, N. (2020, November 20). Innovative Solutions to address the 91 
mental health crisis: Shifting away from police as first responders. Brookings. Retrieved 92 
January 24, 2022, from https://www.brookings.edu/research/innovative-solutions-to-93 
address-the-mental-health-crisis-shifting-away-from-police-as-first-responders/  94 

6. Mental health by the numbers. NAMI. (n.d.). Retrieved January 24, 2022, from 95 
https://www.nami.org/mhstats  96 

7. Crisis intervention training. NAMI Charlotte. (2021, August 13). Retrieved January 24, 97 
2022, from https://namicharlotte.org/get-involved/crisis-intervention-training/  98 

8. The marcus-david peters act. Virgina Department of Behavioral Health and 99 
Developmental Services. (n.d.). Retrieved January 24, 2022, from 100 
https://dbhds.virginia.gov/human-resource-development-and-management/health-101 
equity/mdpa/  102 

9. Legislative Information System. (n.d.). Retrieved January 24, 2022, from 103 
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?202%2Bsum%2BHB5043  104 

10. Would a mobile crisis team have saved marcus-David Peters? Bacon's Rebellion. (2020, 105 
November 8). Retrieved January 24, 2022, from 106 
https://www.baconsrebellion.com/wp/would-a-mobile-crisis-team-have-saved-marcus-107 
david-peters/  108 

 109 

 110 
 111 



 112 


