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______________________________________________________________________ 12 

WHEREAS AMSA has always supported and encouraged efforts to educate the public about the 13 
prevalence and treatability of mental illness to eliminate the stigma that prevents the diagnosis 14 
and successful treatment of the mentally ill. [ PPP pg. 106] 15 

WHEREAS AMSA supports mental health policies that are scientifically substantive, socially 16 
valuable, and place the individual above the disease. (1997) [PPP pg. 106] 17 

WHEREAS throughout the world, approximately 800,000 people die by suicide every year, 18 
accounting for 1.5% of all deaths. [1] 19 

WHEREAS Veterans and military personnel represent 20% of all known suicides in the US. 20 
Rates of suicide increased during the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, and between 2000 and 2010, 21 
the suicide rate among Veterans rose higher than the rate among civilians. [2] 22 

WHEREAS the average number of Veteran suicide deaths per day has remained between 17 and 23 
18 annually. In 2018, an average of 17.6 Veterans died by suicide each day. [3] 24 

WHEREAS only 30 percent of veterans receive VA health care and fewer than 50 percent use 25 
any VA benefits or services at all, VA believes it is their responsibility to work with like-minded 26 
organization to prevent suicide among all Veterans. [3] 27 

WHEREAS Suicide prevention advocacy will help counter the stigma that can prevent Veterans 28 
from seeking help. It also will support the delivery of suicide prevention activities that are 29 
culturally appropriate for Veterans. [3] 30 

WHEREAS AMSA recognizes the multifaceted health disparities and issues that veterans and 31 
soldiers face after returning from deployment and/or retiring from active or reserve duty. (2019) 32 
[PPP pg. 90] 33 



WHEREAS AMSA while we have policy regarding Veterans mental health, we have no such 34 
stance for veteran’s suicide. [ PPP pg. 106] 35 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Principles regarding veteran health (pg. 90) be 36 
AMENDED BY ADDITION to state: 37 

The American Medical Student Association: 38 

5. BELIEVES that all veterans and soldiers have a right to full health care that addresses all 39 
health needs, including those specifically relevant to military service. 40 
(2019)                                                                                                                                                 41 
                                               42 

6. BELIEVES that all soldiers should have reliable access and continuous health care services 43 
that address their physical and mental health needs that follows their transition from discharge 44 
back to civilian/veteran life. (2019) 45 

 7. RECOGNIZES the prevalence of the suicide rate among the veteran population as a public 46 
health crisis. 47 

a. ENCOURAGES premedical students, medical students, and physicians to work with 48 
veterans’ mental health programs to focus on the prevention of depression and suicide 49 
which could be the result of post-traumatic stress disorder. 50 

b. SUPPORTS the creation and welfare of community-based mental health awareness and 51 
service programs including, but not limited to, suicide prevention programs and, walk-in 52 
health centers. 53 

7.  8. URGES the implementation of strong, collaborative initiatives by the US Department of 54 
Defense, US Department of Veterans Affairs, the US Department of Health and Human Services, 55 
other relevant governmental agencies, related non-governmental agencies and nonprofits, and 56 
private entities to ensure that the mental health needs of veterans and soldiers are being 57 
comprehensively addressed. (2019) 58 

8. 9. SUPPORTS reforms to the US Department of Veterans Affairs health care system to ensure 59 
timely and appropriate care for all veteran health needs. (2019) 60 

a. SUPPORTS reforms to increase veteran access to VA health services. 61 

b. SUPPORTS efforts to ensure that all veterans, regardless of age, have appropriate 62 
transportation services to and from VA health services. 63 

c. SUPPORTS efforts to ensure that all veterans, regardless of disability, have the appropriate 64 
means of mobility around VA facilities or have assistance with movement. 65 

d. OPPOSES the privatization of the US Department of Veterans Affairs health care system and 66 
its related services when it comes at the expense of existing VA health services 67 



 68 

Fiscal Note: None 69 
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