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ENSURING ACCESS TO TREATMENT & PREVENTION

The Coronavirus Crisis

The COVID-19 crisis represents an unprecedented challenge facing our
nation. From overburdened emergency rooms to a sharp spike in COVID as a
leading cause of death, the coronavirus has wreaked havoc on our health
system and society in general (1,2). Our nation’s most vulnerable are being
disproportionately affected by the pandemic. Patients with health conditions
such as diabetes, high blood pressure, and lung disease are at higher risk of
contracting the virus and of facing complications and potentially death from
the disease.®> Since it is well-documented that racial and ethnic
minorities face significant health disparities related to these conditions, it is
tragic but unsurprising that these communities are bearing a disproportion-
ate burden of COVID-related deaths.* Dr. Anthony Fauci, our nation’s top
infectious disease expert, explained that coronavirus is shining a light on the
“unacceptable” level of health disparities for the African American popula-
tions.> Other already disadvantaged populations, such as the incarcerated
and those experiencing homelessness may also face significant challenges
from the spread of the pandemic.

The CARES-2 Package

Congress passed the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES)
Act that was then signed by President Trump on March 27. A $2.2 trillion relief
bill, the law provides critical aid to Americans facing unparalleled uncertainty
through direct cash payments, and ensures that testing for COVID would be
free for Americans with private or public insurance. However, as Congress
considers a second relief bill, or “CARES-2” package, they must go further to
provide for the health and financial security of our nation’s most vulnerable,
and protect all Americans from profiteering and price-gouging. AMSA is asking
that the new bill:

e  Ensuring access to any COVID-19 vaccine developed or treatment identified for
all, regardless of insurance or documentation status, with no outof-pocket costs

e  Requiring fair and reasonable pricing on all COVID-19 vaccines and treatments to
prevent “pandemic profiteering”

e  Requiring non-exclusive licensing for any contracts, licenses, or arrangements
related to coronavirus research and development to ensure there are enough
doses to meet the global need

e  Expanding health care access by extending enrollment in Affordable Care Act
marketplaces and significantly increasing the Medicaid Federal Medical Assistance
Percentage (FMAP) with the same strong maintenance of effort (MOE)
requirements included in the Families First Coronavirus Response Act
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