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Goals:

Goal 1.    To permanently integrate hospice and palliative medicine education into the core curricula for first and second year students, via:

A. For first year students at least one lecture per term in the interdisciplinary core course; for example:

1. Lecture one, term one:  Intro to Hospice Care including history of hospice and the medicare hospice benefit

2. Lecture two, term two:  Intro to different hospice settings and the concept of team care

3. Lecture three, term three:  Legal and ethical aspects of death and dying 
   

B. For second year students, at least one lecture per term during the practice of medicine course, including:

1. Lecture one, term one:  managing common symptoms near the end of life

2. Lecture two, term two:  pharmacology of common pain medicines used in hospice care

3. Lecture three, term three:  cultural sensitivity in end of life care 

C. For first and second year students, learn osteopathic manipulitive medicine techniques for palliation of common discomfort symptoms near the end of life

Goal 2.  Create an elective for 1st and 2nd year medical students that would be for ten weeks.  My initial idea for the structure of the elective that I would like to create for the first and second year students is as follows:


Week One:  
   

Monday(one hour):

Intro to Hospice Care  

            Faculty TBD


Weeks Two-Nine:

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 

Students will engange in self-study using the American Academy of Hospice and Palliative Medicine self-study modules (also called UNIPACs) each of which follows the recommended format for self-instructional learning, including behavioral objectives, a pretest, reading material, clinical situations for demonstrating knowledge application, a posttest, and references.  

The following UNIPACs are approved for CME credit:

UNIPAC One:  The Hospice/Palliative Medicine Approach to End-of-Life Care

UNIPAC Two:  Alleviating Psycological and Spiritual Pain in the Terminally Ill

UNIPAC Three:  Assessment and Treatment of Pain in the Terminally Ill

UNIPAC Four:  Management of Selected Non-Pain Symptoms in the Terminally Ill

UNIPAC Five:  Caring For the Terminally Ill - Communication and the Physician's Role on the Interdisciplinary Team

UNIPAC Six:  Ethical and Legal Decision Making When Caring for the Terminally Ill

UNIPAC Seven:  The Hospice/Palliative Medicine Approach to Caring for Patients with HIV/AIDS

UNIPAC Eight:  The Hospice/Palliative Medicine Approach to Caring for Pediatric Patients

Mon-Thurs:  Weeks 2-9 choose a day to spend 2-4 hours with a member of a hospice care team (hospice contacts will be given to students and they will arrange the times and dates with the team member; 8 visits total, one visit with each of the team members required - for example:


Week 2:  Physician visit


Week 3:  Nurse visit


Week 4:  Chaplain visit


Week 5:  Social worker visit


Weeks 6-9:  Your choice of visit

Weeks 2-9, Fridays:  One hour "de-briefing" sessions to talk about your clinical experiences, any questions/concerns, etc.

Week 10, Monday:  final one hour session with 5-10 minute student presentations covering three areas:


1.  What did you like best about your hospice experience?


2.  What did you like least about your hospice experience?


3.  What can you do to improve hospice care in your own medical career?

Goal 3.  Create an elective hospice rotation for 3rd and 4th year students.

