AMSA End of Life Care Education Project Proposal
Erin Wright

University of Oklahoma College of Medicine

Objectives:
To give first through fourth year medical students the opportunity to supplement their classroom learning about end of life care.
Projects:

A. Two hour long luncheon sessions during the fall semester.  This series will be through my AMSA chapter at school.  I have talked with the chapter president about my project and he is very excited and supportive of it.  
a. An informational sesson about advanced directives, living wills, DNRs, and other legal issues surrounding end of life care.  Laura Cross, a lawyer and RN from the Oklahoma Alliance for Better Care of the Dying (www.okabcd.org), will give a lecture on this subject and answer questions students have.  Every student attending will receive a copy of the Oklahoma Advance Directive at the beginning of the hour to follow along and/or fill out themselves.  They will also receive 3 articles dealing with this issue and a bibliography of resources.  (See attachment).

Tentative Schedule

12-12:10 – get lunch, pass out OK advance directives and other articles

12:10-12:15 – AMSA information, introduce luncheon series and speaker

12:15-12:45 – speaker, Laura Cross

12:45-12:55 – other questions and wrap-up  

b. A video session in which “To Live Until I Die” will be shown.  A general article about hospice care will be given out as well as another bibliography of resources.  (See attachment).
Tentative Schedule

12-12:05 – get lunch and pass out articles

12:05-1:05 – watch “To Live Until I Die” (MSIs will have to leave early for 1 pm class)

1:05-1:15 – questions and wrap-up

c.  My goal is to have the first session the first week of September and the second session on October 13th (the MSIIs have a palliative care lecture that afternoon, so the lunch video would tie in nicely).
B. Reinstatement of a reading group my school had 2 years ago in which passages from Crossing Over:  Narratives in Palliative Care was read.  Passages from this book will be read and discussed once a month during an informal dinner session.  I will be working with Sheila Crow, who led this group in the past.  

C.
As part of the sign in sheet for the lunch series, the AMSA chapter and I can gauge the amount of interest in an AMSA Death & Dying Interest Group (I’m optimistic that there will be interest after the two sessions).  If so, I will volunteer to establish and lead this group.  I am hoping that this group will continue on with lunch sessions dealing with end of life care issues as well as other activities, including involvment in my school’s Palliative Care Week in April.  
Budget:

Copies of articles for 100 students ($.05/page, 7 pages of articles, $.35/student x 100 = $3.50)
Signs for lunch sessions (10 for each x 2 sessions= 20 copies, $.15 colored paper + $.05/page = $.20 each x 20 = $4.00)

Boxed lunch for 75 students, 1st  session ($6.29 x 75 = $451.75)

Pizza for 75 students, 2nd session (2 slices/person, 8 slices/pizza, 20 pizzas @ $12 =$240)
Plates and napkins for pizza (approx. $15)
Total estimated costs- approx. $460 for first session lunch, all articles and signs

Approx. $255 for second session lunch (I am hoping that I can get more money from my AMSA chapter or from an AMSA grant to cover the cost for the 2nd session)
Evaluation:
After the second session, there will be an evaluation to fill out.  Also, the sign in sheets have areas to gauge the motivation for coming to the meeting and future interest.
