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The Breakdown:

 This article discusses the need for including undocumented Americans in the Affordable 
Care Act. Dr. O’Brien primarily relies on a cost benefit  analysis to demonstrate how 
guaranteeing undocumented Americans health insurance would have minimal adverse effects on 
tax payers’ burden. Rather, Dr. O’Brien asserts that undocumented Americans—which comprise 
one-quarter of the nation’s immigrant population—generally  have a better health status than their 
citizen counterparts. He proves this point  by largely extracting data from studies done on Latino 
immigrants in the United States. Using this research data, Dr. O’Brien declares that the insurance 
pool would actually benefit from the inclusion of undocumented Americans. 

Another Round Discussion Questions:

1. What are the benefits and drawbacks of utilizing a cost benefit analysis to advocate for 
extending health care insurance to marginalized populations, such as undocumented 
Americans?

2. What role can physicians play in advocating for marginalized patient populations, such as 
undocumented Americans? 

3. Is medical education currently doing enough to prepare physicians in becoming effective 
advocates for their patients? Why or why not?
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