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WHEREAS violations of medical neutrality should be broadly defined to ensure health professionals are able to safely fulfill their professional obligations.
 

WHEREAS health professionals fleeing persecution from governments violating principles of medical neutrality should be eligible for asylum in the United States. 

WHEREAS all health care providers have an obligation to perform their professional duties and resist government efforts to disregard these professional obligations including engaging in inappropriate treatments and procedures for political purposes.
WHEREAS governments engaged in violating principles of medical neutrality should be prohibited from receiving any aid or assistance from the United States including sale or licensing of military equipment.
WHEREAS force feeding by health professionals violates principles of medical neutrality.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Principles Regarding Hunger Strikes section be DELETED:

PRINCIPLES REGARDING HUNGER STRIKES

The American Medical Student Association:

1.     
URGES healthcare professionals to uphold patient autonomy, as recognized by the 1975 Declaration of Tokyo and Declaration of Malta, such that medically informed and competent prisoners may refuse nourishment.  Physicians should not be involved in and should actively oppose the force-feeding of prisoners or detainees at any facilities, in the US or on foreign soil. (2006)

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Principles Regarding Violations of Medical Neutrality be AMENDED to read:
PRINCIPLES REGARDING VIOLATIONS OF MEDICAL NEUTRALITY PHYSICIANS & CONFLICT
The American Medical Student Association:

1.     
BELIEVES that, in any violent conflict or war, medical personnel have the moral and professional right to provide health care to all who need it;

2. 
DEFINES violations of medical neutrality to include:


a. militarized attacks on health care facilities, health care service providers, or individuals in the course of receiving medical treatment;


b. wanton destruction of medical supplies, facilities, records or transportation services;


c. willful obstruction of medical ethics as specified in the World Medical Association’s International Code of Medical Ethics, including preventing medical professional from administering ethical medical care to individuals in need;


d. coercion of medical personnel to commit acts in violation of their ethical responsibilities; 


e. deliberate misuse of health care facilities, transportation services, uniforms or other insignia;


f. arbitrary arrest or detention of health care service providers or individuals seeking medical care. 
23.     
OPPOSES any attempt by individuals, private groups, or governments to compel medical personnel to disregard the above principles regarding medical neutrality and specifically:

a.      
OPPOSES U.S. government aid in any form including any sale or licensing of military equipment to parties, notably governments, in violation of the above principles;

b.     
URGES national and international health organizations to condemn violations of medical neutrality on the part of such parties that commit them;

c.      
PETITIONS those governments bearing influence on violations of medical neutrality to ensure the right and safety of health personnel to treat any person in need without fear of reprisal; maintain medical, as well as higher education, under democratic leadership and without a military or paramilitary presence; prevent any import restrictions on medicinals and medical supplies designated for relief agencies;

d.     
URGES international relief organizations to send medical supplies to refugee camps and health facilities to be distributed through appropriate nongovernmental relief organizations;

e.      
DEPLORES the incarceration of political dissidents in psychiatric hospitals for the purpose of torture in the guise of medical treatments;

f.      
ENCOURAGES psychiatrists health professionals of all nations to discontinue the misuse of psychiatric all hospitals through inappropriate treatments and procedures for political purposes;

g.     
URGES all psychiatrists health care providers to resist efforts by any government to force them to disregard their responsibilities as health care professionals;

h.     
EXPRESSES its SUPPORT URGES the United States to grant asylum for health professionals who have fled from countries where the ruling government is perpetrating acts that disregard the above principles of medical neutrality. engaged in violations of medical neutrality.
3.     
In the case of armed civil conflict in countries with extensive violation of medical neutrality, ENCOURAGES negotiation between parties to minimize loss of human life; (1990)

4.     
URGES the U.S. government to insist that all governments receiving its aid respect medical neutrality and abide by the Geneva Conventions to which they are a signatory. (1990)

5.     
URGES the U.S. government to ensure that the standards of medical neutrality, as specified by the Geneva Convention to which it is a signatory, are upheld by any state or non-state groups receiving U.S. funding which act in zones of violent conflict or war. (2010)

6.     
BELIEVES that all AMSA partners, affiliates, and domestic and international chapters have the responsibility to urge their own governments to respect medical neutrality and abide by the Geneva Conventions to which they are a signatory. (2010)

7. 
URGES healthcare professionals to uphold patient autonomy, as recognized by the 1975 Declaration of Tokyo and Declaration of Malta, such that medically informed and competent prisoners may refuse nourishment.  Physicians should not be involved in and should actively oppose the force-feeding of prisoners or detainees at any facilities, in the US or on foreign soil.

� Definition of violations of medical neutrality reflects language included in H.R. 2643 Medical Neutrality Protection Act of 2011. Available at http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/z?c112:H.R.2643:





