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WHEREAS activism is an essential element of AMSA's identity.

WHEREAS the Supreme Court held that political spending is protected speech under the First Amendment in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  http://www.scotusblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/01/citizens-opinion.pdf] 


WHEREAS the Court's decision in Citizens United empowers corporations to influence elections. 
WHEREAS civic engagement and health are interrelated.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Rishi Manchanda & Jean Silver-Isenstadt, A Prescription for a Healthier Democracy: The Role of Health Care in Civic Paritcipation, National Civic Review (Summer 2010). Available at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ncr.20020/abstract] 


WHEREAS AMSA encourages all medical students to exercise their right to vote and to appropriately register in time to participate in elections. 
 
WHEREAS AMSA urges all chapters to include programming that encourages medical students to register to vote and participate in elections.  

WHEREAS AMSA encourages medical students to participate in non-partisan “Get Out the Vote” initiatives including RxDemocracy and volunteerism on election day. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Principles Regarding Activism be AMENDED BY DELETION as follows:
PRINCIPLES REGARDING ACTIVISM

The American Medical Student Association:

1.     	SUPPORTS the use of nonviolent direct action as a strategy for activism within the struggle for social change. (2001)
       	"Direct Action" is a term that describes a range of actions taken to directly confront or highlight an issue. (2001)

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Principles Regardling Campaign Finance, Elections and Political Action be AMENDED as follows:
PRINCIPLES REGARDING CAMPAIGN FINANCE, ELECTIONS, AND POLITICAL ACTION AND ACTIVISM

The American Medical Student Association:

1.     	SUPPORTS meaningful campaign finance reform. (2001)

2.     	SUPPORTS full or partial-public funding of elections and strict campaign limits that make it feasible for all Americans to have an equal voice. (2001)

3.     	CONDEMNS proposals that will raise limits to campaign contributions. (2001)

4.     	SUPPORTS a ban on soft money contributions. (2001)

5.     	SUPPORTS public funding on nonpartisan events to help increase voter turnout. (2001)

6.     	SUPPORTS federal and state election reforms that insure that every eligible American has the opportunity to have their vote counted in elections, including but not limited to: (2005)
a.      	The full investigation into and prosecution of groups and individuals involved in attempts at voter intimidation, alleged or possible instances of voting fraud, voting errors, voting miscounts, and voter suppression. (2010)    	
b.     	The use of safe, simple, accessible, affordable, and verifiable voting systems with open source software and a requirement that all electronic voting systems have a voter-verified paper trail to insure the integrity of each vote. (2010)
c.      	The establishment of national standards for voter registration. (2005)
d.     	The full and proper funding of election agencies to insure the thorough training of all election workers regarding election laws and procedures. (2005)
e.      	Policy to promote standardized election recounts to ensure the accuracy of reported vote totals.
f.      	Attempts to make voting more accessible to citizens by: (2005)
i.      	Encouraging the adoption of no-excuse absentee ballots or mail-in ballots.
ii.     	Expanding the hours of polling places and increasing early voting opportunities such as weekend voting hours.
iii.        Declaring the day of a Presidential election a national holiday.

7.     	SUPPORTS the nomination of appointees for non-elected positions that seek to advance the priorities and principles of the Association.

8. 	SUPPORTS the use of nonviolent direct action, defined as actions taken to directly confront or highlight an issue, as a strategy for activism within the struggle for social change.

9. 	BELIEVES political spending does not constitute protected speech under the First Amendment and SUPPORTS stringent limits on corporate spending to influence elections. 

10. 	SUPPORTS voter and civic engagement in health care settings. 

11.  	ENCOURAGES all members to seek out opportunities for civic engagement and voice their concerns as medical students and patient advocates, especially when critical policies related to health and the delivery of healthcare are being decided.   
