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WHEREAS anti-immigrant sentiment is growing in the US and it is important that physicians take a stand in support of the human rights of immigrants.

WHEREAS more than 100 undocumented, uninsured patients with long-term health needs are repatriated to their native countries each year by hospitals themselves, despite the lack of regulation of the process and the risks that these patients will suffer negative health outcomes upon return.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Principles Regarding Immigrant Health be AMENDED as follows: 

PRINCIPLES REGARDING IMMIGRANT HEALTH

The American Medical Student Association: (2009)

1. 	AFFIRMS that health care is a human right, regardless of race, class, gender, sexual orientation, disability, primary language, place of birth or immigration status.

2. 	OPPOSES any local, state or federal measures that restrict access to health care to any individual based on primary language, place of birth or immigration status.

3. In regard to access:
a.           STRONGLY OPPOSES criminalization of humanitarian activities on behalf of undocumented immigrants including the provision of water, food, first aid, healthcare and transportation to healthcare facilities for the purpose of treatment
b.            OPPOSES the requirement of health professionals to identify and report any patient believed to be an illegal immigrant and further opposes the requirement of health professionals to ask any patient their immigration status in order to deny care. (1995)
c.             STRONGLY OPPOSES restrictions for undocumented immigrants to qualify for Medicaid and SCHIP.
d.              SUPPORTS an individual’s right, regardless of immigration status, to services that include provisions for:
a. emergency care and treatment;
b. pregnancy-related services, including but not limited to, family planning, prenatal care, labor and delivery;
c. preventive services: immunizations,  infectious disease screening and treatment, especially for tuberculosis, sexually transmitted diseases, including voluntary and anonymous HIV testing,  breast exams, pap smears;
d. primary care and access to a medical home;
e. necessary medication
f. comprehensive mental health services;
g. comprehensive dental care services;
h. organ donations;

4. In regard to poverty:
a.      	RECOGNIZES that the legal immigrant population is not the source of the failures of the U.S. Welfare System. (1995)
b.     	Strongly OPPOSES any attempt at welfare reform that disproportionately penalizes documented immigrants. (2001)

5. In regard to incarceration: detention:
a.      	DEMANDS that Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) provide quality, evidence-based health care to all detainees in its custody;
b.     	FURTHER DEMANDS that ICE ensures that contracted public and private facilities that house ICE detainees provide quality, evidence-based care to all inmates.detainees;

6. In regard to social determinants:
a. RECOGNIZES that the health of immigrants, just like the health of any other population, is largely a product of their social experience, including their community, housing, work conditions, education, feelings of safety, and experiences of discrimination.
b. RECOGNIZES that members of the immigrant community are the people that can best identify their priorities for improving the health and well being of their community.
c. SUPPORTS efforts of medical students and health professionals to directly address the social determinants of immigrant health, as defined by immigrant communities themselves including but is not limited to:
   	i. opposition to anti-immigrant state bills
  	ii. support of expanded access to higher education of undocumented 
immigrant students
 	iii. opposition to policies that merge the efforts of local police with 
those of federal immigration authorities
 	iv. opposition to deportations of students, parents of US citizen 
children, gay and lesbian partners of US citizens, and other valued 
members of US society
 	v. support for initiatives to provide driver’s licenses and local IDs 
to undocumented immigrants
 	vi. opposition to policies that enhance militarization of the 
US/Mexico border.

7. OPPOSES the medical repatriation of uninsured, undocumented patients with long-term health needs, unless all other options for care in the US have been fully exhausted and the patient has been able to provide voluntary and fully informed consent.
