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	Principles Regarding Quality, Affordable Health Care for All in the United States: Coverage, Access and Delivery


	TYPE:
	Resolution of Principles





WHEREAS CO-OPs are nonprofit, consumer-governed health plans with innovative care delivery and payment models that compete in the individual and small group state insurance markets.

WHEREAS CO-OPs involve a network of neighborhood-based health centers staffed by interdisciplinary teams including a nurse practitioner, a primary care physician, medical assistant and part-time social worker, among others, who deliver routine and urgent care for members of CO-OP.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Rachita Sood & Marce Abare, A better way to provide health care, threatened by budget cuts, Baltimore Sun (Nov. 16, 2011). Available at http://articles.baltimoresun.com/2011-11-16/news/bs-ed-health-coops-20111116_1_primary-care-health-care-affordable-care-act] 


WHEREAS CO-OPs, like the Evergreen Project in Maryland,[footnoteRef:2] hold the potential to improve access to health care within our current health care system. [2:  The Evergreen Project, http://evergreenmd.org/News.html] 


WHEREAS the Affordable Care Act authorized low-interest loans for innovative approaches to health care access and delivery including consumer-controlled health plans.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Kaiser Health News, HHS Sets Rules for Consumer-Controlled Health Plans (2011), available at http://www.kaiserhealthnews.org/Stories/2011/July/19/coop-health-plans-hhs.aspx] 


WHEREAS this funding has been threatened during recent debt negotiations. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Principle Regarding Quality, Affordable Health Care for All in the United States: Coverage Access and Delivery be AMENDED BY ADDITION:

PRINCIPLES REGARDING QUALITY, AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE FOR ALL IN THE UNITED STATES: COVERAGE, ACCESS, AND DELIVERY
….
11. SUPPORTS the availability of federal funding, such as low-interest loans under the Affordable Care Act, for Consumer Oriented and Operated Plans (CO-OPs). 
