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WHEREAS 42% of hospitals are offering CAM services primarily due to patient demand.

WHEREAS 38% of the population is using CAM services, spending 11.9 billion dollars out of pocket per year.
,

WHEREAS Chronic illness is implicated as a major cause for increasing health care costs,
,
 and Naturopathic physicians are trained in the prevention, treatment and management of those conditions which results in significant cost savings and cost effectiveness.
,
,
,
,

WHEREAS Naturopathic physicians help to fill a gap in the healthcare system and are part of the solution to the Primary Care Physician (PCP) shortage in underserved populations. vi,vii,viii,ix,x
WHEREAS The Council on Naturopathic Medical Education (CNME), the national accrediting agency for the Naturopathic Doctorate degree, is recognized by the U.S. Department of Education.

WHEREAS The Department of Education classifies the Naturopathic Doctor degree (ND) from CNME schools as a Doctor’s degree - Professional practice, along with MD and DO degrees.
,



WHEREAS There are six Naturopathic medical schools in North America that are accredited by both the national and regional accrediting authorities.
,


WHEREAS The Naturopathic doctoral program is at least 4 years in duration and during the first two years of biomedical and diagnostic sciences, Doctor of Naturopathic Medicine (ND/NMD) students' credit loads are equivalent to those of Doctor of Medicine (MD) and Doctor of Osteopathy (DO) students.  Third- and fourth-year ND students receive clinical training as Primary Care Physicians (PCP’s) at their schools' teaching clinics and off-site clinics including those in rural and underserved areas.

WHEREAS Naturopathic physicians-in-training are eligible for the same student loans as MD and DO students, thus incurring comparable debt as well.
 

WHEREAS All licensed Naturopathic physicians must complete four years of graduate medical education from CNME approved schools and successfully pass NPLEX/NABNE board exams
 (basic sciences and clinical science board exams, similar to USMLE Step I and II respectively, upon graduation).

WHEREAS Naturopathic physicians are Primary Care Physicians trained in conventional medical sciences including physical examination, lab diagnosis, pharmacology and minor surgery, as well as safe and evidence-based Complementary and Alternative Medicine (CAM) such as botanical medicine, environmental medicine, Chinese Medicine, physical medicine, homeopathy, hydrotherapy, counseling and clinical nutrition.
,
,
,
,
,
,
,
,
,

WHEREAS 33% (over 4,000 students) of respondents to the American Association of Medical College’s 2007 Medical School Graduation Questionnaire reported that the instructional time devoted to clinical nutrition and CAM during their training was inadequate. Naturopathic doctoral programs offer a model of medical training designed for the medical student aiming to practice natural and integrative medicine.

WHEREAS Naturopathic physicians-in-training serve as content experts in integrative, complementary and alternative medicine (ICAM).  

WHEREAS Naturopathic physicians have the most comprehensive evidence-based ICAM training at the physician level upon graduation and serve as invaluable resources in the medical field.

WHEREAS The Naturopathic Medical Student Association (NMSA) is the only international professional organization that represents Naturopathic physicians-in-training enrolled in CNME-approved doctoral programs.

WHEREAS AMSA members have demonstrated an interest in naturopathic and integrative medicine as seen in programming activities such as Integrative Medicine panels at AMSA conferences, speakers at convention, IM Scholars Program, IM & Wellness webinars, LEAPS into IM Institute, HEART Elective, and mixers, as well as activity within Wellness & Student Life AC, Medical Professionalism AC, and the Naturopathic Medicine Interest Group.

WHEREAS Naturopathic medical students participate in AMSA seeking to further their understanding of the broader health care system and strengthen alliances among all physicians-in-training.

WHEREAS increasing numbers of Naturopathic medical students are AMSA members and whereas many of these members have been active in AMSA (attending Institutes, Regional Conferences and National Convention, holding leadership positions in Action Committees, Teams and Interest Groups and engaging in AMSA initiatives).

WHEREAS awareness in the AMSA National Office of Naturopathic events, legislation and initiatives are entirely supportive of and in alignment with several of AMSA’s strategic priorities and principles including Primary Care, Integrative Medicine, global health, access to quality health care, health equity, medical professionalism, ethics, patient safety, patient-centered care, health policy, medical humanities, community and environmental health.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Constitution and Bylaws, Section XI, The D.O. Advisory Board be amended to include an N.D. Advisory Board and be amended to read:
Section XI. The D.O. and N.D. Advisory Boards

A. The D.O. Advisory Board

The DO Advisory Board provides expertise on issues related to Osteopathic medical students. Through this expertise it seeks to ensure that membership benefits and programming put on by AMSA are inclusive of osteopathic student members. It is also seeks to advocate for the concerns of the osteopathic student members of AMSA and ensure that AMSA national is aware of relevant events, legislation and initiatives that are of interest to osteopathic AMSA members and to AMSA as a whole.

1. Charter

a) The DO Advisory Board is a standing group that reports to the AMSA national president

b) The BOT can remove the charter of the DO Advisory Board by a vote of 2/3 of the BOT

2. Leadership

a) The DO Advisory Board will be headed by a Chair who will be recommended by the DO Advisory Board members and confirmed by the BOT. The Chair will report to the AMSA national president twice a year or more often as needed.

3. Support

a) There will be no fiscal support provided to the DO Advisory Board by AMSA unless determined necessary by the BOT.

b) The DO Advisory Board will have access to the resources of the national office as determined by the Executive Director.

B. The N.D. Advisory Board

The ND Advisory Board provides expertise on issues related to Naturopathic Medicine and ICAM, including research and patient safety advancements.  It is also seeks to strengthen the lines of communication between Naturopathic medical students and AMSA to ensure mutual awareness of relevant events, legislation and initiatives that are of interest to AMSA as a whole.  The ND Advisory Board aims to align Naturopathic medical students’ legislative efforts with AMSA initiatives.

1. Charter

a) The ND Advisory Board is a standing group, which includes at least one NMSA National leader, and reports to the AMSA national president

b) The BOT can remove the charter of the ND Advisory Board by a vote of 2/3 of the BOT

2. Leadership

a) The ND Advisory Board will be headed by a Chair who will be recommended by the ND Advisory Board members and confirmed by the BOT. The Chair will report to the AMSA national president twice a year or more often as needed.

3. Support

There will be no fiscal support provided to the ND Advisory Board by AMSA unless determined necessary by the BOT.
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