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American Medical Student Association
House of Delegates 2012
Resolution: A-3

INTRODUCED
BY:

Sonia Lazreg, Health Justice Fellow, Rebecca Snowden, Medical
Professionalism AC Chair , Megan Wolf, Wellness & Student Life AC Chair,
Tehreem Rehman, REACH AC Chair, Crystal Martin, Medical Professionalism
Policy Coordinator, Renee Choi, Medical Professionalism Grassroots
Coordinator, Niki Rarig, Wellness & Student Life Grassroots Coordinator,
Lorenzo Sewanan, Wellness & Student Life Medical Education Coordinator,
Abi Struck-Marcell, Grassroots CEH Coordinator, Lauren Palitz, Wellness &
Student Life Premed Coordinator, Serena Goldstein, Naturopathic Medicine 1G
Facilitator, Juliana Morris, REACH Grassroots Coordinator, Chelsea
Stebeleski, Naturopathic Medicine IG PreMed Facilitator, Rachel Hammer,
\Wellness Institute Coordinator, Patrick Thompson, AMSA member, Ashley
Chung, AMSA member, Alexandra Carswell-Engle, AMSA member, Tonyelle
Russell, AMSA member, Ashley Russell, AMSA member, Danielle Lewis,
AMSA member, Kulveen Virdee, AMSA member, Abigail Ellsworth, AMSA
member, Malea MacOdrum, AMSA member, Richard Bruno, AMSA member,
Heather Flood, AMSA member, Tiffany Althaus, AMSA member, Csilla
\VVeress, AMSA member, Melissa Bachman, AMSA member, Leslie Burgess,
AMSA member, Lara Thompson, AMSA member

SCHOOL.:

Southwest College of Naturopathic Medicine, Bastyr University of
Naturopathic Medicine, National College of Natural Medicine, Nova
Southeastern University, University of Pittsburgh, Mount Sinai School of
Medicine, University of lowa, Boston University, Mayo Medical School,
Harvard, Oregon Health & Science University, Trinity College, Columbia
University

SUBJECT:

Eligibility of Naturopathic medical students for Medical Student Membership.

TYPE:

Resolution of Constitution and Bylaws

WHEREAS The Council on Naturopathic Medical Education (CNME), the national accrediting
agency for the Naturopathic Doctorate degree, is recognized by the U.S. Department of

Education.®

WHEREAS The Department of Education classifies the Naturopathic Doctor degree (ND) from
CNME schools as a Doctor’s degree - Professional practice, along with MD and DO degrees.>*

WHEREAS There are six Naturopathic medical schools in North America that are accredited by
both the national and regional accrediting authorities.*°

WHEREAS The Naturopathic doctoral program is at least 4 years in duration and during the first
two years of biomedical and diagnostic sciences, Doctor of Naturopathic Medicine (ND/NMD)
students' credit loads are equivalent to those of Doctor of Medicine (MD) and Doctor of
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Osteopathy (DO) students. Third- and fourth-year ND students receive clinical training as
Primary Care Physicians (PCP’s) at their schools' teaching clinics and off-site clinics including
those in rural and underserved areas.®

WHEREAS Naturopathic physicians-in-training are eligible for the same student loans as MD
and DO students, thus incurring comparable debt as well.’

WHEREAS All licensed Naturopathic physicians must complete four years of graduate medical
education from CNME approved schools and successfully pass NPLEX/NABNE board exams®
(basic sciences and clinical science board exams, similar to USMLE Steps | and |1 respectively,
upon graduation).

WHEREAS Naturopathic physicians are Primary Care Physicians trained in conventional
medical sciences including physical examination, lab diagnosis, pharmacology and minor
surgery, as well as safe and evidence-based Complementary and Alternative Medicine (CAM)
such as botanical medicine, environmental medicine, Chinese Medicine, physical medicine,
homeopathy, hydrotherapy, counseling and clinical nutrition,? 0:11:12:13.14.15, 16,17, 18

WHEREAS 33% (over 4,000 students) of respondents to the American Association of Medical
College’s 2007 Medical School Graduation Questionnaire reported that the instructional time
devoted to clinical nutrition and CAM during their training was inadequate. Naturopathic
doctoral programs offer a model of medical training designed for the medical student aiming to
practice natural and integrative medicine.*®

WHEREAS Naturopathic physicians-in-training serve as content experts in integrative,
complementary and alternative medicine (ICAM).

WHEREAS Naturopathic physicians have the most comprehensive evidence-based ICAM
training at the physician level upon graduation and serve as invaluable resources in the medical
field.

WHEREAS Naturopathic physicians help to fill a gap in the healthcare system and are part of the
solution to the PCP shortage in underserved populations,?*"#%2324

WHEREAS Chronic illness is implicated as a major cause for rising health care costs®**® and
Naturopathic physicians are trained in the prevention, treatment and management of those
conditions which results in significant cost savings and cost effectiveness. *!" ! P

WHEREAS the American Association of Naturopathic Physicians (AANP) is the only national
professional society that represents licensed or licensable Naturopathic physicians who are
graduates of one of the six naturopathic medical schools accredited by the CNME.

WHEREAS The Naturopathic Medical Student Association (NMSA) is the only international
professional organization that represents Naturopathic physicians-in-training enrolled in CNME-
approved doctoral programs.
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WHEREAS the Naturopathic medical profession has both a national organization representing
Naturopathic Physicians (AANP) as well as a national organization representing the ND medical
student voice (NMSA), thus demonstrating a well established profession with resources and
structure in place to further their contributions to the healthcare system.

WHEREAS Naturopathic medical students participate in AMSA seeking to further their
understanding of the broader health care system and strengthen alliances among all physicians-
in-training.

WHEREAS increasing numbers of Naturopathic medical students are AMSA members and
whereas many of these members have been active in AMSA (e.g., attending Institutes, Regional
Conferences and National Convention, holding leadership positions in Action Committees,
Teams and Interest Groups and engaging in AMSA initiatives).

WHEREAS Naturopathic medical students have demonstrated competence, dedication and
enthusiasm while serving in leadership positions for Action Committees, Teams and Interest
Groups.

WHEREAS Naturopathic medical students desire to charter AMSA Chapters at their schools,
desire eligibility to serve in the full range of AMSA leadership positions that are offered to
Medical Student Members, and desire equitable medical student membership rates.

WHEREAS eligibility of Naturopathic physicians-in-training as AMSA Medical Student
Members will allow for a diversity within the Medical Student Membership that more accurately
reflects the current and future physician population.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Constitution and Bylaws, Article 111 Membership,
Classification of Medical Student, be amended to expand eligibility to Naturopathic medical
students and read:

Available to medical students enrolled in or on leave of absence from any LCME, AOA, or
CNME accredited or provisionally accredited North American allopathic, osteopathic, or
naturopathic training program.
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