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Obama Addresses Congress on Health Care Reform.  On Wednesday night, drawing on the memory and [
spirit of the late Senator Teddy Kennedy, President Obama addressed a Joint Session of Congress in an$ & -

attempt revitalize what is proving to be a difficult battle for health care reform. The speech, eloquently delivered and rife with compelling
rhetoric, was heralded as a political success. The President confronted some of the falsehoods promulgated by opponents of reform
and reaffirmed his commitment to passing reform legislation this year. We were, however, disappointed by the lack of sound policy
behind the President's flashy rhetoric. While he mounted a paper-thin defense of a public option, he conveyed a commitment to flexibility
on several crucial details on the public option that is tantamount to abandonment. For example, he noted a willingess to accept a public
option that isnOt open to everyone, or contains a trigger, where the public option would only be available if, after several years, other
reforms fail to achieve universal coverage. He is also willing to substitute health care cooperatives, or "co-ops," for the public option. As
we have discussed in previous issues, coops are not a viable alternative to the public option and will not achieve the administration's
cost and access goals. Ultimately, the President continues to leave these and other details open to debate.

As always, AMSA believes that the voice of medical students is critical to that debate and that, at a minimum, a robust public option
unconditionally open to all Americans on day one is essential to truly reforming our system.$
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Health reform is finally within our
grasp. Opponents are spending
millions every day to destroy it.
We cannot let this happen. We
voted for change in '08 and we
must see it through. On Monday,
October 5, 2009 , AMSA and NPA
members will rally to support
meaningful health care reform
legislation.

$25,000 23,842
$20,000 17,59
$15,000
$10,000

$5,000

www CanoenSiodk com- \

12,29 N\ g
9,249 4
Sl
$0 = :

1N SICKRESS At i HEALTH? 208 LEED &
p.wfwnw My WMo, *

133H).'C&).,%'+35HF)32&' @

U.S. average

BF&<+H<5'-FJ)<+./ (-, &F)4&

Senator Finance Update

Over the Labor Day weekend, Sen. Max Baucus (D-MT), chair of the
Senate Finance Committee and leader of the OGang of SiyO released yet
another outline of his long-awaited Omark,O or draft legislation. This outline
did not include a public option. Key provisions include:
"IHealth care cooperatives _: Not-for-profit, Oconsumer drivenO
private networks.
"linsurance Market Reforms : Restrictions on private insurers
including guaranteed issue (insurers must accept everyone

unaffordable.

"IHealth Care Choice Compacts : Interstate sale and purchase
of health insurance on the individual market through agreements
between states.

"ISmall Business Tax Credits and Employer Responsibility
Requirement (pay-or-play scheme) for employers with more
than 50 employees.

It is currently anticipated that there will be a Senate Mark next week and

Markup is tentatively scheduled to begin the week of September 21.
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e regardless of preexisting conditions), prohibitions on benefit
SOMETHNG limits, and controls on premiums (modified community rating).
G, m”ﬁ"m? "1State Health Insurance Exchanges : Public or quasi-public
DIOVE. entities to assist individuals in obtaining insurance.
, "10AffordabilityO tax credits : Subsidies in the form of tax credits
' for individuals up to 300% of the Federal Poverty Line (FPL).
; : "lIndividual mandate : Requirement that all Americans purchase
; coverage or face a financial penalty unless coverage is deemed
\ ) {

Committees pass Congress passes House and Senate bills President signs bill
legisiation reconclied and passed nto law

STAT

Want to let your legislators know how you
feel about health care reform but donOt
have much time? Join STAT! STAT is a

rapid response team of medical students.
Members commit to 1-2 quick actions,

taking 5-10 minutes, each month. To join,
go to

http:/groups.google.com/group/stat2009/

AMSA Regional Conferences!

Join us for health care reform sessions at
a regional conference near you. To find
G - your rggional conference and register,
SRR TR visit the AMSA Events page!

Contact Congress Directly!
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election, or one more term. But thatOs not what the moment calls for.

~ Barack Obama, September 9, 2009
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