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:&).,%'();&'1&<-;="+3",%&' >-5,? @&33&AB' @)DAugust 25%, 2009, the Health Care Reform movement lost one of its most
progressive legislative champions as well as a teacher, mentor, and friend. Senator Ted Kennedy (D-MA) passed away from a
malignant glioma at the age of 77. He dedicated much of his life to serving the people of America and repeatedly remarked that
health care was “the cause of my life.”
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The passing of Ted Kennedy has generated not only emotional but also political turmoil. It pains us to talk about politics on this sad day, but the
reality is that Democrats in the Senate no longer have a “supermajority” - the 60 votes necessary to prevent a filibuster. Over the past few weeks, in
light of dissent among Senate Democrats on the inclusion of a public option, there has been increasing speculation that Democrats would need to
revert to budget reconciliation, to pass health care reform legislation with a public option this year. Ted Kennedy’s untimely death makes it
increasingly likely that Democrats will have to resort to this process. In such a scenario, only a simple majority is required to pass reconciliation
legislation, although the substantive health care reform provisions may be subject to legal limitations and challenges. As a result, Senate Democrats
are rumored to be considering cutting up health care reform into two separate pieces of legislation. Look for more updates in the coming weeks as
this strategy evolves! I"H$%6& (()%*+,%-+./") %#01%2" . 3+#%4$' (56'0) % 78%'0%9/$#.: %" %; $I%</#.;$%=#>%7">0

In memory: Edward Moore "Ted" Kennedy (February 22, 1932 b August 25,!2

This is the cause of my life. It is a key reason that | defied my illness last summer to speak at the Democratic
Convention in Denver—to support Barack Obama, but also to make sure, as | said, "that we will break the old
gridlock and guarantee that every American...will have decent, quality health care as a fundamental right and
not just a privilege." For four decades | have carried this cause—from the floor of the United States Senate to
every part of this country. It has never been merely a question of policy; it goes to the heart of my belief in a
just society. Now the issue has more meaning for me—and more urgency—than ever before. But it's always
been deeply personal, because the importance of health care has been a recurrent lesson throughout most
of my 77 years. — Ted Kennedy
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Reforms KOO| ! Our “Uniquely American” System By the Numbers
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Health reform is finally within grasp. 79.1 years 78.1 years
Opponents are spending millions

every day to destroy it. We cannot let ¥he US ranks 16 out of 19 developed countries in life expectancy from preventable causes
this happen. We voted for change in MCompared with doctors in Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the United Kingdom,

'08 and we must see it through. On American doctors were less likely to agree that their health care system works well and more

Saturday, September 29th, 2009, likely to consider that the system needs complete rebuilding. — From RWJ article above
Bostonians will walk from all parts of o —

the city into the Common to support
the historic health reform legislation
before Congress. Send Congress
back to work with the message that _ T e e et
they MUST pass meaningful reform. G e P pecpie, Pher heath, her
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resolution, Congress may include g -t m‘:;:::.":":
reconciliation instructions directing

specific committees to develop

legislation which is then

incorporated into a reconciliation

package.

¥S,85'.+=+&Reconciliation

instructions must be related to

specified budgetary objectives and

consideration of reconciliation

legislation is procedurally restricted.

¥S,85'<)+;"*.)Bhe Bush

Administration used this strategy to

pass tax cuts for the wealthy against

strong Democratic opposition. E i A
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Have you attended a town hall? Email your story to studentlife.policy@amsa.org!

LAST CHANCE: In-District Lobbying
1tOs summertime on Capitol Hill and your \ Meet with your elected official or their
Senators and Representatives are hitting staff in the district office NOW. Share
the road to talk to you! So grab your what you think about health care reform,
white coats and head to a Health Care s T T and entreat them to take action on that
Town Hall near you! issue. We will be scheduling in-district

http://healthcareforamericanow.org/page/ lobbying events during August Recess
BUETHEEETE T SfHE Contact Congress Directly!  (8/1-9/7). Time is almost up!!

All contributions are the work of the authors, and do not necessarily reflect the views or opinions of the . ‘ ‘
American Medical Student Association. Please contact the authors, #B.Q+)'$%-=*5-3R"'M'
(policy.chair@amsa.org) or SB)%'1-=='(brd.1@amsa.org) with any questions, comments, or concerns. ‘ k .
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In 1993 the Clinton Administration attempted to
pass comprehensive health care reform
legislation. These efforts were quickly derailed
due to strong opposition from Congress, who
bristled at the top-down mandates favored by
the White House. President Obama is attempting
to circumnavigate these hurdles by allowing
Congress to draft HCR legislation. Two different
bills will eventually be created, one in the House
of Representatives, and one in the Senate. These
bills will then be reconciled and sent to the
White House for President Obama to sign or
veto.

¥-E5&0' There are three committees in the
House responsible for working on HCR. They
have jointly written one bill, HR 3200. The “Tri-
Committees” are Energy and Commerce, Ways
and Means, and Education and Labor.

¥&3),&0here are two committees in the Senate
working on HCR. The Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions (HELP) committee, which released
a bill on June 9. The Finance Committee (FinCom)
has not yet made their bill available to the public.

Single Payer, Public Options, and Co-Ops

3/9B."" Q-0'5U!A publically funded, privately
delivered program like Medicare. Physicians and
hospitals are independent entities, reimbursed
by the government. This is NOT socialized
medicine, where both the funding and the
delivery are public (i.e. doctors are government
employees). The Congressional Budget Office
(CBO) has stated that a Single Payer health care
system would save the U.S. $3.5 trillion over 10
years.

Q,G./_'P7:$9U0his maintains the current health
insurance system, but adds a publically funded,
privately delivered option. There are many forms
that a public option can take. In the most robust
of systems, all Americans are able to buy-in at
sliding-scale rates that they can afford. In weaker
public option proposals, specific criteria restrict
eligibility to only a small portion of the
population. !

43$j$7(U! A group insurance plan composed of
many not-for-profit entities (individuals or
organizations) who act as self-insurers -
collecting premiums in order to create a large
risk pool to drive down costs. Co-ops would
dictate premium and coverage variation state-by-
state (50 co-ops in total would exist). The federal
government would provide seed money for initial
costs and capitalization. There has also been
peripheral discussion of a national co-op. '

AMSA’s Stance on Health Care Reform

r'I'he American Medical Student Association believes that the best solution t()
our health care crisis is a single-payer system of publicly funded, publicly
accountable, privately provided, Quality, Affordable, Health Care For All. In
the current legislative environment, however, we consider the following to be
&55&39) 1o health care reform that has the potential to effectively contain
costs, improve quality, and ensure access for all:

¥ stablishing a single, federally administered public insurance option,
providing uniform benefits across the US, enacted concurrently with
other provisions of health care reform and available to individuals
and employers widely. The public plan must be allowed to set
premiums and payment structure in negotiations with stakeholders,
independent of other insurance plans, but subject to all federal
insurance requirements.

¥Requiring all insurers, public and private, to (1) guarantee issue of
insurance to all; (2) set premiums by community rating, without
regard to health status; (3) offer comprehensive benefits packages
that meet a common actuarial standard; and (4) not institute
annual or lifetime caps on benefits.

Further, AMSA actively advocates for:

¥ stablishing a public insurance option that further (1) makes use of
the existing administrative infrastructure of Medicare to maximize
operational efficiency; (2) receives a level of subsidy that is no less
than that received by private plans.

¥tructuring of provider payment to improve quality and promote
prevention, primary care, the medical home, chronic care
management, and public health.

Mubsidies to make purchase of insurance truly affordable and
reasonable limits on out-of-pocket expenses to protect individuals
and families from the catastrophic financial effects of serious illness.

¥A standardized and defined benefit to apply to all insurance plans,
which covers comprehensive services related to prevention, mental
health, maternal and child health (including reproductive health),
long-term care, vision, and dental care, as well as prescription drug
coverage.

¥tandards for transparently outlining benefits that will enable
individuals to choose between plans based on objective
information.

¥Requirements that insurers take positive steps to decrease health
care disparities based on region, income, minority status, gender

L and disability. J

"For all those whose cares have been our concern, the work goes
on, the cause endures, the hope still lives and the dream shall
never die" B Ted Kennedy addressing the Democratic National
Convention after pulling out of the presidential race, August 1980.
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