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The American Medical Student Association 

Background Guide of Health Disparities in America

1) One third of the U.S. population self-identifies as a racial/ethnic minority, and one half of the population is projected to be minority by 2050

2) The 2000 U.S. Census data showed Blacks, Hispanics/Latinos, and Native Americans comprised nearly 26% of the U.S. population.
However, statistics in 2004 show that African Americans, Hispanics/Latinos, and Native Americans comprised only 6.4% of all physicians who graduated from U.S. allopathic medical schools.  

3) More than half of Hispanics, African Americans, and American Indians/Alaska Natives have family incomes below twice the federal poverty level ($19,971 for a family of 4 in 2005), as compared with 26% of Whites and 33% of Asian Americans.

4) Compared to 9.5% of White Americans who are uninsured, 33% of Hispanics, 23% of Native Americans, and 18.7% of African Americans are uninsured.

5) African Americans have the highest infant mortality rate of all racial/ethnic groups (13.6 per 1,000 live births), and the infant mortality rate for college educated Black women is higher than that for White women with less than a high school degree (11.5 vs. 9.2 per 1,000)

6) Title VII and VIII programs of the US Public Health Service Act contain provisions for US Centers of Excellence, scholarships for disadvantaged students, primary care, and rural healthcare training, among many other issues.
 Since fiscal year (FY) 2006, the Title VII programs have struggled to recover from a 51.5 percent funding cut. Even with the increased allocations since FY 2008, funding levels are still at a 34.7% cut from the FY 2006 mark.

The Health Equity and Accountability Act of 2009 will: 

· increase Title VII funding and expand its programs

· bolster efforts to ensure culturally and linguistically appropriate healthcare and address language and cultural barriers to healthcare, 

· improve workforce diversity, strengthen and organize data collection, 

· ensure accountability and improve evaluation, and 

· improve healthcare costs.
� Kaiser Family Foundation, http://facts.kff.org/


�  Diversity of the Physician Workforce.  Association of American Medical Colleges. https://services.aamc.org/Publications/showfile.cfm?file=version79.pdf&prd_id=161&prv_id=191&pdf_id=79
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� National Council for State Legislatures, http://www.ncsl.org/programs/health/forum/78grants.htm
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