U.S. Food and Drug Administration 

10903 New Hampshire Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20993

[Date]

To Whom It May Concern:

Subject:  Policy banning gay men from donating blood.

We, the undersigned, represent individuals who have donated blood at the [name of school]’s blood drive on behalf of a gay man who is unable to give blood due to the Food and Drug Administration’s discriminatory policies.  

We are writing to express our support in eliminating the ban on men who have sex with men from donating blood.  The ban states that if a man has had sex with a man since 1977, he cannot give blood for life.  This ban erroneously assumes that blood from gay men is more likely to contain HIV/AIDS than blood from those who are not gay. This is medically inaccurate and prejudiced. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, any person engaging in unsafe sex or other modes of blood to blood contact, like sharing needles, carries an increase chance of acquiring and then transmitting HIV.  Men who have sex with men (MSM) are a diverse group of individuals with different sexual behaviors and types of relationships. We have learned a good deal about AIDS transmission in the last thirty years and recognize that individuals with risky behaviors, not heterogeneous groups, are at higher risk for HIV/AIDS. The nation’s blood supply remains in chronic shortage and this ban excludes many prospective donors who are healthy and at little to no risk of HIV infection. 
It is one’s sexual behavior and not the gender of one’s sexual partner that determines if one is more likely to contract or transmit the HIV/AIDS virus.  This fact demonstrates that the current policy is unwarranted and discriminatory.  For this reason we demand its repeal. 
Sincerely,
	First Name
	Last Name
	Address
	Signature

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


