“I Give Because They Can’t”

The American Medical Student Association and the American Red Cross will be hosting a blood drive here at convention. As some of you are aware, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) supports a discriminatory policy that prohibits men who have had sexual contact with men, even once, since 1977, from donating blood for life. In reality, “men who have sex with men (MSM)” is a diverse group of individuals with different sexual behaviors and types of relationships. We have learned a good deal about AIDS transmission since its early ages and recognize that individuals with risky behaviors, not heterogeneous groups, are at higher risk for HIV/AIDS.        

While the Gender and Sexuality committee supports the goals of the blood drive, it would be irresponsible for us to ignore this unwarranted and prejudiced policy. We ask you to donate blood on the behalf of gay men and sign a petition to the FDA supporting lifting this ban. 

      If all the 4.1 million men who have sex with men
      otherwise eligible to give blood could give blood, 
      the blood supply would increase by 197 million 
      gallons over our lifetime. 

Please stop by the Gender and Sexuality Committee table to sign a petition demanding a repeal of the policy. 
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