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Everything about AHECs, Ambassadors & How to Collaborate with Them to Make Your Primary Care Week a Success
During National Primary Care Week student leaders at schools from a variety of health disciplines will be working in conjunction with local Area Health Education Centers (AHECs), National Health Service Corps, NHSC Ambassadors, health organizations and professionals to observe National Primary Care Week. 

(What The Heck is an “AHEC?”
AHEC stands for “Area Health Education Center” and is a federal project begun in 1973 to increase the exposure of medical students and residents to rural medical training. However, AHECs are NOT only devoted to improving health care and education in rural areas. Each state has a number of member locations; the one closest to you can be easily looked up at http://www.nationalahec.org/members/listing.asp.  AHECs share a four-point objective:

1. Developing health careers recruitment; 

2. Supporting medical training in underserved areas; 

3. Providing information and technical assistance to improve recruitment and retention; and lastly 

4. Promoting health care according to the needs of underserved segments.

As you can see, the objectives of National Primary Care Week and the AHEC system overlap considerably, so the AHECs will be more than happy to help you with organization and planning, and will quite possibly have some funding they can contribute to your efforts.  Go to the link above, give your closest director a call and get his support.

( National Health Service Corps’ Ambassadors

The Ambassador Program is a project of the National Health Service Corps with a similar objective of furthering the recruitment of future medical professionals into positions within underserved areas.  The National Health Service Corps (NHSC) is itself a member of the Health Resources and Service Administration (HRSA) and was established to unite community health needs with health providers.  Ambassadors are volunteers from various fields in medical education who have taken an interest in promoting medical careers within underserved communities and fields.  Needless to say, they would be delighted to hear about your NPCW efforts.  You can access a list of registered Ambassadors organized by state and school at ftp://ftp.hrsa.gov/nhsc/ambassadors/amblist-state-school.pdf.  

(Do you want to invite a dynamic, interesting speaker with experience in the field to your NPCW event?  Someone that people in your class probably haven’t already heard before, but you don’t have extensive connections to faculty outside of your school?  Call your nearest Ambassador and AHEC!  They have a great deal of experience themselves, and they can also be your gateway to a dozen other fascinating speakers from the tops of their respective fields.

Visit the NPCW website at http://www.amsa.org/npcw/.
