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African Health Capacity Investment Act 

What is the African Health Capacity Investment Act?

· The African Health Capacity Investment Act is a bill to amend the 1961 Foreign Assistance Act to help the sub-Saharan African countries in their effort to achieve internationally recognized goals in the prevention and treatment of HIV/AIDS.  Additionally, it is to assist in the prevention and treatment of other major diseases and the reduction of child and maternal mortality, all by improving human health care capacity and retention of health professionals in the sub-Saharan Africa.

What does the African Health Capacity Investment Act do?

· The African Health Capacity Investment Act would fundamentally address the healthcare worker shortage in sub-Saharan Africa.  It would authorize $150 million in year 1, $200 million in year 2, and $250 million in year 3 for the U.S. government to utilize in providing and consulting with African governments and organizations to provide technical and financial assistance.  The funds would be utilized mainly in building and retaining a healthcare workforce, paying sufficient salaries and increasing worker safety and healthcare in order to reduce brain drain, and developing training and educational opportunities and programs.  Additionally, the bill would require the U.S. to use the funds to help the African countries develop national plans on human resources for health if they have not already done so.  By requiring the government to monitor, evaluate, and report on the workforce’s successes or lack thereof, the U.S. government would be required to support a sustainable healthcare workforce.

Why is the African Health Capacity Investment Act important?

· There are over 1 million people living with HIV/AIDS in the US, more than any other time during the epidemic. Of those, almost half do not receive adequate treatment and care. The lack of healthcare workers is the biggest obstacle in providing HIV/AIDS treatment, while a strong human infrastructure is the most crucial factor in fulfilling health promises and providing adequate health care.  The lifetime risk of maternal death is 1 out of 16 for a woman in sub-Saharan Africa.  The emigration of a substantial number of health professionals from Africa, leading to brain drain, adds to the lack of healthcare workers problem by failing national and international efforts to improve access to healthcare in the particular region.  The global shortage of health workers exceeds 4,000,000, African shortage being the most acute, as estimated by the Joint Learning Initiative on Human Resources for Health and Development.  One-fourth of sub-Saharan African countries have less than 50 nurses per 100,000 people or less than half the levels of staffing recommended by the World Health Organization.  The African Health Capacity Investment Act is crucial in order to address and fund all of these matters.

What is the major issue with the African Health Capacity Investment Act at this time?

· At this time, there is not sufficient bipartisan support for the African Health Capacity Investment Act.  The support is crucial in order to establish an essential and sustainable health care system in Africa, while addressing the healthcare worker shortage domestically and internationally.

