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Aubrey Raimondi

Aubreyisa first year medical student at the Medical School for
International Health in Israel. She graduatedin 2008 from Comell
University with a degree in Biochemistry. She has been involved in basic
science research for the past two years at Harvard Medical School.
Through the Medical Humanities Scholars Programshe hopes to explore
the use of narrative and journalism as a way to informand educate the
publicabout the basicscences and preventative health care. She is
interested in reporting onand writingabout the intersection of
economics, public health, research, and the human experience asit
relates to medicne.

Yun (Rose) Li

Roseis a first-year MD-PhD student at the University of Pennsylvania
School of Medicine, where her primary researchinterests are focused on
the cellular mechanisms involved in neurodegeneration. At the age of 16,
Rose matriculatedatBard College at Simon’s Rock, the nation’s onlyeary
college, liberal arts institution and graduated summa cum laude with a BS
in chemistry from Duke University. Her thesis focused on understanding
the molecularcoding of mammalian odorant receptors, for which she was
honored as the Duke University Faculty-Scholar. As an undergraduate,she
led a campus initiative to train undergraduates as ESLinstructors forthe
Latino communityand servedas aneditorforthe Joumal of Young
Investigators, aninternational undergraduate research journal.She has been inspired by her volunteer
workat the American Gancer Societyand community free dinics to use her passion for writing to give
voice to the medially underserved and hopes that the Medicl Humanities Scholars Program could help
herachiewe this goal.

Derek Monette

Derek is a second-year medical studentatthe University of Miami
School of Medicine. He graduated in 2007 with a degree in
neuroscdence from Johns Hopkins University, where he was a varsity
athlete and activelyinwlvedin autism research. Before medical
school he worked in New Hampshire fora non-profit organization
that served adults with developmental disability, deepening his
interestin neurologyandend-oflife care. Inspired by participation
in this year's AMSA National Writers'Institute, he looks forward to
exploring how writing mayserve as an outlet to reflect upon and be
more limbically presentin the medical school experience. He is most
inspired, however, by his favorite storyteller — his gandmother.




Jason Reminick

Jason is a second-year medical student, though currentlyin his third
yearof the combined MD/MBA program at the University of
Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistryand the Simon Graduate
School of Business Administration. He graduated from the University
of Pennsylvaniain 2007 as part of a four-yearaccelerated, joint BA/MS
program, eaming his MSin Chemistryand BAin Bioche mistryand
Theatre Arts with honors. While uncertain as to whatspedialty he will
ultimatelypursue, Jason is committed to increasing patient access to
care and improving the standard of treatment through medical
entrepreneurship. He has worked the past two years as partof a
collaborative project to provide subspecdialty care via telemedicine
(web-based video conferencing) to Parkinson’s disease patientsin rural and underserved communities.
Jason’s interests in medical humanities lie at the intersection of theatre, medical sodologyand narrative
medicine,and theirability to explore the personal and distal consequences of iliness. Heis the student
leader of the Medical Reader’s Theatre Projectin the Division of Medical Humanities at Rochesterand is
thrilled to be a part of Medical Humanities Scholars Program. He hopes the experience will broaden his
interests in the humanities and medicine and perhaps even provide him with the inspiration to finally
write that musical that he keeps putting off.

Trisha Kissoon

Trishaisa 2™ yearstudentat Florida Intemational University Herbert Wertheim
College of Medidne pursuingan MD/MBA. Trisha grew upin rural Central Florida
and now resides in Miami, two regions which opened hereyes to the inequalities
thatexistin access to medicine within our borders. She hopes to pursuea career
in pediatriconcology that promotes the cause of quality equitable health care.
She believes that the humanities are essential to building the relationships that
distinguish between a physican who treats and one who heals byinstilling hope,
inspiringlivelihood, and easing pain. Trisha looks forward to herexperience as a
Medical Humanities Scholar because she views writing as a creative outlet for
effective communication, inspiration, and advocacy.

Ameer Farooq

Ameer Farooqis a first year medical studentat the University of
Alberta insunny (but cold) Edmonton, Alberta. Before starting
medicine, he pursued a Bachelors degree at the University of
Alberta with a majorin biologyand a minorin linguistics. Ameer
isan avid speech arts performerand currently holds Performers
Degrees from the Royal Conservatoryof Music(Toronto) and
Trinity College (London), as well as being a second dan black belt
in taekwondo. For Ameer, medidne is a powerful way to
integrate the analytical and creative aspects of his personality, as
well as a means for helping people around the word. Through




the Medical Scholars Humanities Program, he hopes thathe can dewelop his ability to write creatively
and to explore the connections between sdence, the humanities, and medicine.

Alexander Krach

Alexis an applicant to the post-baccalaureate programat the Temple
University School of Medicine in Philadelphia, Pennsylvaniaand a
number of other post-bacc programs. He is probably the most non-
traditional studentin our group having worked as a city planner,
emergency medical technician and now as an emergency nurse in
Medford, Oregon. This pastspring Alexwas the program director of the
Humane Medicne Film and Lecture Series, which explored the
intersection of the arts and medical practice, and presented lectures by Abraham Verghese, Atul
Gawande and manyothers. Alex hopes to somedaywork in an academicsetting that values the
humanities notonlyas a means to train physidans, but to give insight to the best of who we can be in

our communities, our families, and ourselves. He looks forward to meeting everyonein the group,
leaming from some terrificauthors, and making some new friends.

Annie Tubman

Annieisa third year medical student at the Medicl School for International
Health, a collaborative program between Columbia Universityand Ben Gurion
Universityin Be'erSheva,lsrael. Annie wrote herfirst poematage seven, and
has been anavid writer eversince. She plans to pursue a residencyin Family
Medicine and focus on Women's Health, continuing a trajectory of global health
practice thathas carried her to Peru, Honduras, Uganda, Israel/Occupied
Territories, and immigrant communities in the US.In herheart, she hopes to
eventuallyretum to the lush green of the Pacific Northwest. Annie enjoys
cooking and playing music with her professional chef of a husband, and looks /
forward to the adventure of being a first time mother.

Alla F Sverdlik

Allais a fourth year medical studentatSt. George’s University, Grenada,
West Indies. She completed her Master’s in Public Healthat the
University of Los Angeles, California and one year of her PhD in
epidemiology before attending medical school to become more involved
in direct patient care. Priorto this, she worked on multiple dinical trials
related to Alzheimer’s disease as well as quality of life research inend of
life care. Sheisinterested in intemational medicine and hopes to
incorporate her publichealth background with dinical medicine to
improve the healthcare of those in resource challenged areas. She is
excited to participate in the Medical Humanities Scholars Program. She
believes itis as critical to understand the individual with an illness,asitis to understand the illness itself,
because healing can happen on so manylewels. The humanities reflect this aspect of medicine and
provide the language and lens through which all of life unfolds.




Ani Ramesh

Ani isasecond year medical studentatJohns Hopkins in Baltimore. He
graduated from Cornell Universityin 2009, havingstudied Asian Studies
and Biology. He enjoys traweling, reading literature and
religious/philosophical texts, and writing short stories. This past summer,
Ani furthered his appredation for the role of spiritualityand religionin
the illness experience. Ani is excited to be a part of the Medical
Humanities Scholars Programin order to learn how to better convey the
delicate intersection of the mind, body, and spirit,as viewed through the
lens of medicine.

Kevin Liou

Kevinis a first-year medical studentat the Warren Al pert Medical
School of Brown University. Asa high school student, he played piano
for Alzheimer’s patients, and later became convinced that there is
more to healing than simply prescription drugs, surgical operations,
and high-tech procedures. He began to realize that each of usis not
onlyabody, butalso astory. Kevin carried this philosophy with him to
Brown University where he received his undergraduate degree,
completinganindependent concentration programin Narrative
Approaches to Medicine. During his time at Brown, he explored artand music therapyata psychiatric
hospital, studied Chinese medicine with doctors in the local community, and traveled to Germanyand
China toleam about their healthcare systems and altemative healing practices. One day, Kevin hopes to
establishan integrative medicine dinic that combines the best of all healing traditions from the Eastand
West, bringing together doctors of diverse specialties to explore innovative treatments for diseases and
to offer holistic, individualized care thattends to the whole person. He looks forward to joining with the
students and doctors in the Medical Humanities Scholars Program to promote a more humanisticvision
of medidine.

Rannie Tao

Rannieis a second year medical student at the University of
Alberta in Canada, with a previous Bachelor’s degree in
Pharmacology. After living most of herlife in China, she has
developed a genuineinterestin intemational works in hopes to
fosterlearning with each other. Currentlyseningas VP External in
her Medical Students’ Association, she hopes to bring the concept
of global healthcare doserto home, the “Westem curriculum”.
Her desire to experience the full realm of what it means to be a
physician, the physical, emotional,and spiritual realms of healing,
brought her to Humanities in medicine. In the future, she plans to
doa fellowship in Traditional Chinese Medicine, and looks forward
to workin the field of preventative healthcare, while being
involved in medical education. She enjoys the universal language
of music, hugs, dancing,andlistening not just with ears to the
experiences of lives around her.




Aaron Kilber

Aaronis a fourth-year medical student at the Oregon Health & Sdence
University. He graduated from the University of Oregon with a BAin Arts
& Letters with an emphasis in Semiotics. He workedin bookand

ma gazine publishing as an acquisitions editor and publishing executive
in San Francisco, CAand Melbourne, Australia for more than ten years.
He decdded to make a mid-life career change to medicine and is
determined to bring his two passions together. His biggest area of
interestis using the best of the humanities to teach critical thinking and
humanisticunderstanding to future physicians. He intends to practice
primary care and pursue an interestin tropical medicine at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medidne.

Charisse M. Chin

Charisseis currentlya second year medical student at A.T. Still
Universityin Mesa, AZ. After graduating from the University of
Southern Glifornia, she completed a graduate degree in Public Health
from Tulane University School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine.
She has a passion forsodial justice and women’s healthissues and
would like to pursue a careerin Maternal-Fetal Medicine. Charisse
looks forward to participatingin the Medical Humanities Scholars
Program as a means to furtherenrich her voice as a future physican-
writer.

Rachael Maciasz

Rachaelis a third year medical studentatSUNY Downstate
Medical Center where she is a member of AMSA, Downstate
Medical Student Council,and the AAMC's Organization of
Student Representatives. She isinterested in how human
nutrition and culture affect wellness and health. She studied
Cultural Anthropologyatthe University of Michiganand
worked as a highs chool student health educatorand mentor
for the non-profit organization Healthcorps before coming to
medical school. She isinterested in traveling, food,s miles and
happiness.

Andrew Buchholz

Growing up, Andrew wanted to be a doctor,anastronaut, or
a dinosaur. With colorblindness and poor proficiencyin
geneticengineering eliminating the two latter options, he is
happily pursuing the formerat the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey —School of Osteopathic Medicine.
Prior to medical school, he earned his MPH from Dre xel
University, became a Fellow of the Rovyal Sodiety for Public
Health, and was a high school health teacher. Andrew’s




“writer's bug” had beenin remission for many years until he was reinoculated at this summer’s AMSA
Writer’s Institute. Now, he looks forward to the Medical Humanities Scholars Program to actasa
launching pad for the creation of his planned University-wide literary journal. Andrew lives in historic
Old Gty Philadelphia, where he must constantly restrain himself from intentionally giving the wrong
directions to tourists.

Co- Directors, Medical Humanities Scholars Program

Aliye Runyan

Aliye is a third year medical student atthe University of Miami School of
Medicdine. She is currentlyin a research year before her 4th year of
medicl school, working at the NIH in Bethesda, MD. Aliye is going into
OB/GYN, and intends on being a physidian writer, international health
care provider, and professor of the medical humanities.

Aliye founded the AMSA Medical Humanities Scholars Program in 2008
while serving as AMSA’s Community Coordinator for the Humanistic
Medicine Action Committee, to provide a much needed outlet for
humanities education within medical education.

The first year, which focused on the themes “Narrative Medicine” and
“Becoming a Physician-Writer”, was a dramatic success and she is thrilled
to be leading the AMSA Medical Humanities Scholars Program for the second year!

Maggie Schneider

Maggie Schneiderisastudentin the PSTP program atthe University of
Cindnnati. She is currentlya first year graduate studentin Neuroscience
studying the neural underpinnings of executive function inadolescents
with bipolardisorder. Maggie is a graduate of Boston College, where she
majored in psychology. Before starting medical school, she spent three
years as a fellow at the National Institute of Mental Health, where she
studied emotional and reward processing in young people with
psychopathic traits. At UC Maggie helped to write the oath of
professionalism for her medical school dass,and has served as an
advisor to the oath writing committees for the two dasses that have
followed. This pastsummer, she was a proud participantat Bearing
Witness, the firstever AMSA Writer’s Institute,and is currently working to expand the curriculumin the
humanities for UCmedical students. An avid readerand writer, Maggie is excited to help coordinate the
Medical Humanities Scholar’s Program and hopes that she’ll be able to refine herownskills and use
whatshe leams to help create medicl humanities programs that will enhance the education of other
future physidans.




